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INTER- OFFICE MEMORANDUM
DATE: __~Mar~c~h~
· ~2··~19~6~2~--------FROM:

USF Chapter, AAUP

TO:

President Allen

------~~~~~==~---------------------------

SUBJECT: Academic Freedom

The University of South Florida Chapter of the American Association of University
Professors at a meeting on this date passed the following resolution:
The University of South Florida Chapter of the American Association of University
Professors subscribes to the 1940 "Statement of Principles on Academic Freedom and
Tenure" of the national Association.
Institutions of higher education are conducted for the common
good and not to fUrther the interests of either the individual
teacher or the institution as a whole. The conunon good depends
upon the free search for truth and its free expression.
We also subscribe to the principle emmciated in the University of South Florida
"Staff, Faculty, and Advisors' Handbook, 1961-63", pages 34-35.
The University of South Florida insists on and protects the
rightl of its staff and faculty to teach their subjects
consistent with their own ideas of truth •.••
11 To

teach their subjects" involves the totality of the instructional program
designed by and under the supervision of the instructor. We interpret this as
including selection of appropriate readings and audio-visual aids and use of community
resou;rces as well as the conduct of class sessions. If in the judgment of an
instructor a person not on the university staff can make a unique contribution to the
course, we feel that the instructor should be free to invite this person to speak to
his class.
In regard to principles of academic freedom, we draw no distinction among the use
of assigned readings, filmed or taped interviews, or live speakers as educational
resources. Any or all of these might be termed controversial and to prohibit use of
one kind of resource opens the door to the prohibition of the use of others.
Therefore, we regard the cancellation of Jerome Davis! lecture to "The American
Idea" classes to be a violation of the basic principle of academic freedom, and we
respectfully request the reconsideration and clarification of the classroom rights
and responsibilities of the teacher at the University of South Florida.

Donald R. Harkness
President, USF Chapter, AAUP
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-UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLoRIDA CHAPTER
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS

Our Association has been asked to inform its members, and other .i nterested
persons, as eo its views on the current investigation at the University of
South Florida.

With advice of counsel we have reached a definite conclusion

that the investigation is presently searching into academic, and possibly
private, matters far beyond the scope of the Legislative Investigating Committee's purpose and legal authority.

The duty of the Committee as set forth

in Chapter 61-62 of the Act of the Legislature adopted last May, is limited
as follows:
"Section 2. It shall be the duty of the committee to
make as complete an investigation as time permits of
all organizations whose principles or activities include
a course of conduct on the part of any person or group
which would constitute violence, or a violation of the
laws of the state, or would be inimical to the well-being
and orderly pursuit of their personal and business activities by the majority of the citizens of this state, as
well as the extent of infiltration into agencies supported
by state funds by practicing homosexuals, the effect there~
of on said agencies and the public, and the policies of
various state agencies in dealing therewith. Such investigations shall be conducted with the purpose of reporting
to this legislature of the activities of such organiza•
tions to the end that corrective legislation may be adopted if found necessary to correct any abuses against the
peace and dignity of the state."
Nevertheless, as long as the investigators confine their inquiry to matters
in which the public appears to have a legitimate interest, and are not abusive, our group should in a spirit of cooperation explain to them what we are
doing at the University of South Florida.
Doctor Allen's statement this past Monday demonstrates the desire of everyone connected with our institution to provide a complete overall picture.
It also points out the safeguards which have been adopted so that anyone
who goes before the Committee should not feel he would be misquoted.

We

assume that the tape recordings being made by the University will be available to the administration of the University and to the individual questioned,
a copy of each individual's testimony being given him for his personal files;
and that, as records of a closed bearing, these may not be publicly released
except by mutual agreement between the faculty member and the University.
Now as far as each individual faculty member is concerned, he is in no way
obligated or bound legally to appear before the investigators at this stage.
The question of whether to appear or not appear, whether to be sworn or not

be sworn, whether to answer any questions, and whether to stay or leave
is entirely up to each individual.

At the present time, whatever the

faculty member does is entirely voluntary.

For this reason we have not

recommended that anyone take along with him a witness or an attorney.
Questions have been raised in the past about the Committee's authority
to inquire into matters of religion, membership in organizations which
are not known to be subversive (such as the N.A.A.C.P.) and other clearly
private matters.

Certainly any faculty member who declined to answer

questions relating to such private matters would be entirely privileged
to do so.

If any question asked seems in his view to be beyond the pur-

view of the Committee, the faculty member may so state for the record,
but may consider it politic to volunteer the information nevertheless.
At the present time the operations of the Committee have not reached the
stage of formal committee hearings.

If the Committee should decide later

to hold formal hearings and to subpoena individuals to testify, it would
then, of course, be time for any individual, if he so desires, to seek
legal counsel of his choice.

If he then refuses to answer questions

pursuant to a subpoena, he can be compelled to answer pertinent and proper questions only by a court.

The working of the law on this point ap-

pears in Section 3 (2) as follows:
"Should any witness fail to respond to the lawful
subpoena of the committee, or having responded
fails to answer all lawful inquiries or turn over
evidence to this committee, the committee may file
a petition before any circuit court in Florida setting up such failure on the part of said witness.
On the filing of such petition the court shall take
jurisdiction of the witness and the subject matter
of said petition and shall direct the witness to respond to all lawful questions and to produce all
documentary evidence in its possession which is
lawfully demanded. The failure of any witness to
respond pursuant to the order of the court shall
constitute a direct and criminal contempt of court
and the court shall punish said witness accordingly."
We have not attempted to quote all of the applicable law to you or to give
you any legal advice, but we have been asked to quote portions of the law
and to explain our general position.

May 25, 1962

We hope this will be helpful.

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA CHAPTER

MEMORANDUM

TO:

President Allen

FR<M:

Don Harkness, President
USF Chapter AAUP

March 9, 1962

The University of South Florida Chapter of AAUP sent the following statement
to reporters for the Tampa Times and Tampa Tribune for release on Saturday,
March 10, following our meeting Thursday afternoon.
The American Association of University Professors asserts the principle that
the teacher is entrusted with the selection of teaching materials and the
conduct of his classes. Only under such conditions can the student receive
the best education we can give him. The integrity of education demands that
it be free from tendentious criticism and pressures from outside the responsible faculty.
The decision concerning exclusion of Dr. Jerome Davis from a class violated
this principle of academic responsibility. We have discussed with President
Allen our disapproval of this decision. On this and other academic matters
we hope to work amicably with the President toward the firm embodiment of
AAUP principles in the academic conduct of this University, so that together
we can build the great institution both we and the President envision for
the University of South Florida.

March 9, 1962

Honorab le Farris Bryant
Governor of FI •
Tallahassee , Florida

Dear Governor Bryant:
· The Unlventty of South Florida Chapter_of the American Association
of University Prof, ssors wishes to support the position of the university presidents In
re lation to th r cent Board of Control ·a ctlon requiring reduction of the proposed
budget ftor 1962-63, th first year of trimester oP.ratlon . The Information concerning
available funds for merit increases for faculty had been as accurately d termined as
pouible , having passed through a ll normal fund channe ls . It thus ap a rs that the pr~
posed reduction Invades the responsibility of the Board of Control , as well as that of the
pres idents~ for the most effective administration of our state universities .
The salary leve ls originally proposed would have moved significantly
toward the goal of making salaries at Florida Institutions competitive with those In
other stGtes . The reduction in available funds will have th effect of actually lowerIng the annual Income of a faculty member who previously taught In summer school as
well as in the regular school year . This will grave ly_weaken our ability to compete In
the academic marketplace, and to hold the best members of our present faculty . Without
adequate provision for the award of merit raises, our presidents are severely limited In
their execution of sound personne l policies .
·
.
Florida Is taking great ste ps forward in its educational plans, notably In
the estabUshmentof th Florida Instit ute for Continuing University Studies. But the
e ffe ctive operation of this Inst itute depends on the ava ilability of th best possible
faculty members from Ind ividual unlverslt: s, pr sent and proJe cted . Hence, It is extreme ly Important that
not Jeopardize the long-term success of the Institute by weake ning th~ universities on which it depends .
The University of South Florida Is especially vulnerable at this time to ,
any setback In Its competitive position, fac ing as it does the necessity of building Its
faculty to full strengt~ In the next severa l years . All of us are deeply devoted to the
creation here of, not merely a good university, but ci great university. To approach this
gaol, we m~st ha ve the full use of_ fu nds made available by the legislature for that purpoM .

'

\

Page 12
Hon. Farris Bryant

March 9, 1962

Wear confident that you share our deep concern for the
I - ba ing
of Florid 's universitl s . We trust that you will consider these factors In future taction
on the budget for the coming ~ar. Thank you very much for your coNideratlon.

,
Respectfully ~urs,

. Donald R. Harkness, Pr sident
University of South Florida Cha pter
American Association of University
Professors

\
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State Senator Sam Gibbons will speak to an open

~etiaa

of the American Association of University Professors oa
the topic "The Leaislature and the University"

Oft M ~Dday

September 18 at 8PM ill SlOO.

Everyone is cordially invited to attend.
Don

Barka•s ·

